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PRESS RELEASE
ROYAL OPERA HOUSE MUSCAT ANNOUNCES 

SEASON 2019-2020

 - A great season with more than 100 curtain 
raises on the stages of Royal Opera House 

Muscat and House of Musical Arts
- A new ROHM production of Die Zauberflöte

- Two new ROHM co-productions
- Three operas for children and families

- Great orchestras and artists from the Western 
and Arab world

Today we presented the new 2019-2020 season of the Royal Opera House Muscat. As we 
approach 2020, a momentous year that marks the turn of the second decade in the twenty-
first century, ROHM is presenting a landmark season of cultural treasures with diverse pro-
ductions from the world’s performing arts sector, with a total of more than one hundred 
curtain raises. 

The presentation was held on the new stage of the House of Musical Arts with His Highness 
Sayyid Kamil Fahad Mahmood Al Said, Member of the Board of Directors, and Umberto 
Fanni, Director General and Artistic Director, with the participation of Professor Issam El 
Mallah, Advisor to the Board for Arab programming and Dr Nasser Al Taee, Director of the 
Cultural Centre and Advisor to the Board.  

Diversity in high quality programming is as ever a hallmark of the Royal Opera House Mus-
cat. ROHM’s varied programming spans productions from Europe, the Americas, Africa, 
Asia, Oman and the greater Arab World. It includes Omani and Arab productions, as well 
as co-productions with many of the world’s greatest opera companies. Recently the Royal 
Opera House Muscat has been rated as one of the top ten opera houses in the world.
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OPERAS

Georges Bizet’s Carmen opens season 2019-2020 with the original grand sets from ROHM’s specially 
commissioned production for the season in 2011. 

Carmen returns to the Royal Opera House Muscat with the Orchestra and Chorus of Teatro Colón 
Buenos Aires conducted by Antonello Allemandi and staged by Gianni Quaranta, with the parti-
cipation of the great tenor José Cura in the role of Don José, mezzosoprano Elena Maximova ap-
pearing as Carmen, Anita Hartig as Micaëla and with a brilliant new choreography by the Antonio 
Gadès Company.

As well as Carmen, the new season brings four additional operas:

•  The Story of Kai and Gerda, the famous Russian romantic opera by Sergey Banevich, perfor-
med by the world famous Bolshoi Theatre, Moscow.

• An ROHM coproduction with Opéra de Monte Carlo of Giacomo Puccini’s La Bohème staged 
by Jean-Louis Grinda with the participation of Celso Albelo as Rodolfo and Irina Lungu as 
Mimì. Stefano Finzi conducts the Orchestra and Chorus of Opera Monte Carlo.

• Gaetano Donizetti’s Anna Bolena, in stunning period costume, coproduced by ROHM with 
Opéra Royal de Wallonie-Liège, Opéra Lausanne and Abao Olbe Bilbao with Olga Peretyatko 
in the title role, Erwin Schrott as Henry VIII and Maxim Mironov playing Lord Percy. The direc-
tor of the production is Stefano Mazzonis di Parafrera and the conductor Giampaolo Bisanti.

• An exciting new ROHM production of Mozart’s Die Zauberflöte set in Oman with Albina 
Shagimuratova as the Queen of the Night, Antonio Poli as Tamino and Markus Werba as 
Papageno. 

Among the season’s operas, the new ROHM’s production of Die Zauberflöte has special impor-
tance. Artistically staged by Davide Livermore who designed ROHM’s acclaimed coproduction of 
Lakmé last season, this innovative production is set in Oman, where it creates connections between 
the Arabic cultural heritage of the Sultanate and the universal themes in Mozart’s Die Zauberflöte. 

After its acclaimed premiere in Muscat in March 2019, ROHM’s co-production of Lakmé will go 
on tour, travelling first to the National Centre for Performing Arts, Beijing, with performances 
between the 4th and 11th of April 2020. 

Carmen The Story of Kai and Gerda
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OPERA FOR FAMILIES

BALLETS

Each season, the Royal Opera House Muscat welcomes children and their families with high quality 
productions especially designed for them. 

In season 2019-20, three operas customised for students and families are presented:

•  Maurice Ravel’s fanciful L’Enfant et les Sortilèges (The Child and the Spells), performed by 
Opéra de Lyon.

•  Gaetano Donizetti’s comic opera L’Elisir d’Amore (The Elixir of Love), performed by Teatro 
Sociale of Como As.Li.Co.

•  Gioacchino Rossini’s suspenseful farce, L’Inganno Felice (The Fortunate Deception), perfor-
med by the Rossini Opera Festival under the masterful direction of internationally acclaimed 
director, Graham Vick.

The season’s two major ballets come from the East as the Bolshoi Ballet, Moscow enacts Tchaikovsky’s 
famous work, Onegin, and the National Ballet of China presents Tchaikovsky’s The Nutcracker in a 
fusion of Chinese and Western cultural traditions. 

L’Enfant et les Sortilèges

Onegin

L’Elisir d’Amore

The Nutcracker



Press release / Royal Opera House Muscat Season 2019-2020

ORCHESTRAS, CONDUCTORS, SOLOISTS AND SINGER STARS

In 2019-20, ROHM again presents world-class orchestras, conductors, instrumental soloists and sin-
gers of exceptional calibre:

•  José Cura conducts Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony with the Orchestra and Chorus of the Tea-
tro Colón Buenos Aires.

•  Myung Whun Chung leads the Filarmonica della Scala in concerts with Rachmaninoff’s Piano 
Concerto No. 3 played by Russian pianist Alexander Romanovsky, Tchaikovsky’s Symphony 
No. 6, Pathétique, and Dvořák’s New World Symphony, No. 9.  

•  Philipp Chizhevsky conducts the orchestra of Bolshoi Theatre, Moscow in an operatic concert 
with singers and chorus.

•  Gianandrea Noseda leads the London Symphony Orchestra in classic Russian works, featu-
ring pianist Denis Matsuev.

•  The Vienna Classical Players play waltz music, polkas and old favourites composed by Johann 
Strauss and other well-known Viennese composers. Four couples perform the dances on stage.

•  ROHM’s annual Pipe Organ Concert displays the power and beauty of the grand instrument 
that graces the stage in a magnificent concert celebrating organ music through the ages.

•  In a thrilling opera gala, world-famous baritone Leo Nucci performs masterpiece arias from 
Verdi’s operas. 

José Cura Myung Whun Chung Leo NucciPipe Orguan
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SPECTACULAR SHOWS, JAZZ

WORLD MUSIC SHOWS

ROHM’s 2019-2020 line up of shows and jazz from around the world incudes: 

•  Mughal-e-Azam, the smash-hit Indian musical about the rebellious defiance of Prince Salim, 
son of the great Mughal Emperor, Akbar.

•  Che Malambo an Argentinian dance spectacular with fast-paced zapeteo footwork inspired by 
the rhythm of galloping horses and performed with gaucho machismo.

•  The Sukhishvili Georgian National Ballet with a unique, energetic ballet that combines folk 
dance traditions with classical ballet and contemporary dance.

•  Military Music: Oman and the World, a proud display of military pageantry with hundreds of 
men and women from Oman’s military bands performing in colourful dress uniform, with musi-
cians from Mexico and Turkey opening another window on the world.

• Chick Corea, the legendary American jazz composer and fusion pianist performing on two 
nights. 

• Japan’s Kodo drummers beating enormous stationary drums with impressive athletic strength 
and playing portable drums with rapid-fire skill.

•  From Taiwan’s U-Theatre, Beyond Time, an immersive multi-layered, three-dimensional expe-
rience themed on the movement of the planets. 

•  Technochtitlan de Puebla Mexico, named Tenochtitlan after the ancient capital of the Aztec 
Empire, presents a spectacular folk-music show from the Mexican city of Puebla. 

•  Oman World Folk Music Festival, artists from Asia, Africa, Europe and the Americas join 
Omani musicians in ROHM’s spectacular annual festival, taking audiences around the world in 
three days.

Japan’s Kodo Beyond Time
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Zorba the Greek El Leila El Kebiira

ARAB PERFORMANCES

The Royal Opera House Muscat continues its tremendously popular series of Arab performances 
with wonderful productions and some of the greatest names in the world of Arab music:

•  The world premiere of Tarh el Bahr, The Sea Treasures, a new opera by Monir Elweseimy 
about the adventures of an Arab fisherman, with music played by the Royal Oman Symphony 
Orchestra 

•  The Cairo Ballet Company presents an evening of ballet featuring Zorba the Greek a rousing 
balletic interpretation of Nikos Kazantzakis’ famous novel;  and, El Leila El Kebira (The Grand 
Night), a playful ballet featuring lively scenes from a carnival in celebration of the last night of 
the Prophet’s birthday (PBUH) 

•  An evening of Inshaad and Praise performed by ensembles from Oman and across the region

•  Marcel Khalife, the highly acclaimed Lebanese composer and oud player whose orchestral 
works have been performed across the Arab world and in prestigious venues in Europe and the 
USA

•  Samira Said, the immensely popular award-winning Moroccan-Egyptian singer who has sold 
over sixty million copies of her albums

•  Ahlam, famous throughout the Middle Eastern region for fabulous songs such as La Tsdegunah 
and Talqah

•  Najwa Karam, one of the most popular artists in the Arab world, greatly admired for her vocal 
prowess, and Marwan Khoury, the famous Lebanese pianist and composer who stars on the 
same programme as Najwa, appearing with the Royal Oman Symphony Orchestra

•  A wonderful Tarabiyat featuring gifted Tunisian singer, Yosra Mahnouch and classically trained 
Egyptian singer Marwa Nagi.
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EDUCATION AND OUTREACH

The Royal Opera House Muscat is a place of learning and enlightenment as well as inspiration and 
entertainment. Reaching out to the community, we are presenting a rich calendar of new events that 
include:

•  Tout Neuf (Completely New), a show that engage children aged two to five in the discovery of 
the wonders of nature though its musical sounds intertwined with classical music.

•  A new Absolute Music Series on Western and Arab chamber music with four concerts by 
young talented musicians on the new stage of the House of Musical Arts

•  Al Mandoos Opera, a new series of illustrated talks that will reveal nuances of the story, the 
plot, the characters’ interplay

Following the success of the previous seasons, ROHM will also present: 

•  A variety of Open House events connected to the season’s performances, to encourage crea-
tivity and critical thinking, with exhibitions, workshops themed on imagination and science and 
exciting competitions on abstract art and science poetry.

•  The popular Lunch Music series in the Opera Galleria presenting operatic arias in a casual at-
mosphere, ahead of the  performances on ROHM’s main stage.  

•  Our regular Coffee and Dates series of interactive talks world-class artists performing at ROHM 
and Pre-Performance Talks offering insights into operas, ballets and concerts 

•  Training Activity, Workshops for Music Teachers offering Education to help music teachers 
with new creative methods to engage their students and Masterclasses with the visiting artists. 

•  School Performances at the House of Musical Arts featuring the three customised operas and 
an Arab ballet, preceded by educational workshops for both teachers and students


